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NO Bump starter
until points
are closed
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Does
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current = 2-3
amps?

Primary
circuit good.

Go to Page 2.1

YES

Is the
current > 5

amps?
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Bad or
wrong
ballast

YES

Start engine, turn
on lights if you have

them.

Remove
distributor cap.

Ground one end of
test lead, connect
other end to coil
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ignition key on.

NO

Does
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2.1

Pull spark plug,
connect plug wire and

lay on cyl. head, or
connect spark plug

tester between spark
plug and plug wire.
Crank engine and

observe plug.

Does
the plug

fire?

Coil, dist. cap,
rotor,

condensor, or
plug wires may

be bad.

NO

Is the
flame
blue?

NO

You have a
fuel system

issue

YES YES

2.2

Move test lead to
spring side of points.

Turn key on.

Does
ammeter

current = 2-3
amps?

Check path
between pigtail

contact and
points. 

 Broken?

NO

Replace
points.  

Check ground
circuit.

YES
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3.1

Ammeter must have
a constant-current

short circuit.

Remove wire on top
of coil.

Does
ammeter

read

zero?

Check wiring
from coil to

ballast, and the
switch to the

meter.

NO

Remove points
and reconnect
wire to top of

coil.

YES

Does
ammeter

read

zero?

Coil pigtail is
shorting, or
condensor

issue.

NO

Install new
points.

YES

3.2

Move test lead to
top of coil.

Turn ignition
switch on then

off.

Does
ammeter
read > 4
amps?

Replace
coil

YES

Jumper ignition
switch.  One end of
test lead to junction

of ammeter and
switch, other end to

ballast/switch
terminal.

NO

Go back to
Start on Page 1


